
The Three Biggest Causes of Homelessness in BC 
 

1. The federal government pulling out of an annual social 
housing program that brought as many as 2000 units of 
affordable housing to BC every year. 

2. Provincial barriers to accessing welfare, and welfare rates that 
do not meet basic needs. A single person receives a maximum 
of $375/month for rent and $235 for everything else. 

3. The loss of affordable rental housing due to redevelopment, 
speculation, and gentrification. 

 

Make Your Voice Heard 
 
Writing a letter to a politician or a newspaper can have more effect 
than you think. Advocacy groups are frequently discounted, while 
individuals speaking out for the first time often spark the interest of 
both politicians and the media. 
 
FIND OUT MORE ABOUT HOMELESSNESS 
http://www.canadiansocialresearch.net/bcbkmrk3.htm 
http://tapsbc.baremetal.com/ 
http://www.growinggap.ca/ 
http://www.peers.bc.ca/ 
http://www.victoriafaithinaction.ca/ 
 
 
If the people lead, eventually the leaders will follow! 
 
Never underestimate the power of a few committed people to 
change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has. 
Margaret Mead 
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Remember 20 years ago? 
 
We were so proud of our cities.  
Our social safety net made them so much more 
livable than American cities.  
Food banks were rare. 
People weren’t afraid to go downtown.  
There were not enough homeless people to count.  
 
 

                               What changed? 



Losing our social safety net: 
A RECIPE FOR HOMELESSNESS 

 
1990: Institutions begin discharging patients without enough  
                  community supports in place 
1993: Federal government ends funding for the annual 
                 construction of 1200-2000 social housing units in BC 
1996: End of the federal Canada Assistance Plan allows provinces  

to deny welfare benefits and reduce rates; BC government 
cuts benefits to  single  adults on income assistance 

2001: BC gov’t. cancels funding for1000 social housing units 
2002: BC government introduces new welfare rules, cutting   
                  benefits to many and creating difficult barriers to those 
                  needing income assistance 
2008: A homeless person may use up to $50,000 each year in 
                  medical, shelter, and policing  services.   
 

Living without a safety net doesn’t save money,   
and it undermines everyone’s quality of life! 

 

          

What can you do? 
Policies that caused homelessness must be changed. 
Phone, write, fax and email your MP. 
Send copies to 
Prime Minister of Canada, pm@pm.gc.ca   
Rich Coleman, BC Housing minister: rich.coleman.mla@leg.bc.ca 

 

WE NEED A PERMANENT 

NATIONAL SOCIAL HOUSING PROGRAM NOW 
 
Take this message  to your friends, family,  neighbours, co-workers, churches, 
temples, mosques, email and facebook contacts. 

 
Did you know? 
Canada spends less on social housing than either the US or Great Britain. In 
2006, the UK spent $226/capita on housing programs; the US spent $156; 
and Canada spent only $65/capita! We got what we paid for, that’s for 
sure…. 
 
Up to 15,000 people are estimated to be homeless in BC. And they don’t all 
live in Vancouver and Victoria! 
 
Welfare rates today are 25% lower than they were in 1995, once inflation is 
factored in.  They weren’t livable incomes then, and they still aren’t today.  
 
Permanent social housing programs allow communities to build housing 
and neighbourhoods for all ages and all income levels.  And that  helps 
create the cities we love  and we remember… 

Voice your demand for: 
o City, provincial and federal governments to work 

together and fund social housing for all kinds of citizens 
o Increases to welfare and minimum wage rates 
o Community plans that reflect the need for housing 

diversity, including supportive and non-market options  
 


